


John Hibbert - President 

Andrew Panczenko - Vice President 

David Pustul - Secreta,y 

Kateryna Derzhavina - Treasurer 

Halyna Polischuk - School Administrator 

Lesia Harhaj - School Administrator 

Lesia Polischuk - Promotions Director 

Hanya Kohut - Fundraising Director 

Adriana Wasylyk - Costume Director 

Anastasia Wasylyk - Membership Director 

Halyna Polischuk (Chair), Lesia Harhaj, Lesia Polischuk:, 

Andrew Panczenko, Taras Pawluk, Larisa Makuch, Kate · 

Derzhavina, Alexander Czoli, Hanya Kohut, Talia Pankewycz 

~l~ UCUYKC 

I. Welcome Remarks - DESNA President & Vice President 

2. DESNA Ukrainian Dance Company - Aragon Jota 

3. Barvinok Ukrainian Dance Company 

4. Yavir School of Ukrainian Dance 

5. DESNA Ukrainian Dance Company - Clockmaker 

6. DESNA Ukrainian Dance Company - Volyn 

7. DESNA School of Ukrainian Dance 

8. Arkan Ukrainian Dance Academy 

9. Award Presentation: Yuri & Luba Grekov - 15 years of Ex 

I 0. DESNA Alumni - Spears 

11. DESNA Ukrainian Dance Company - Hopak 
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YVAN BAKER, MPP 

Etobicoke Centre 

November 15, 2014 

1 am pleased to extend my congratulations to the current members and alumni of t he DESNA Ukrainian 

Dance Company of Toronto as you gather to celebrate your 40th anniversary. 

DESNA's exhilarating celebration of dance, combined with exquisite costumes and traditional melody, 

has dazzled audiences throughout Canada, the United States and Europe for years. 

Through your participation in DESNA you have not only successfully showcased the best that Ukraine's 

traditional repertoire has to offer, but you have used this as an inspirational springboard to introduce 

into your folklore inventory new and unique musical numbers and styles of dance. 

DESNA has always placed great emphasis on community; hosting dance workshops with inst ructors from 

Ukraine and bringing together several of Toronto' s Ukrainian ensembles to continue the tradit ion of 

Ukrainian dance. This reflects DESNA's valuable contribution to the building of a strong Ukrainian 

Canadian community and pride in the cultural heritage of Ukraine. 

May DESNA continue to build on the legacy established over 40 years. May it s next forty years bring the 

same delight to audiences worldwide. 

Yours truly, 

Vvan Baker, MPP 

Etobicoke Centre 

Constituency Office 
Suite 200, 4800 Dlllllas Street West. Toronto, ON M9A 1 B1 

Tel 416-234-2800 I Fax 416-234-2276 I Email ybabr.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org 

-Oear Friends. Family, DESNA Members past. present and future' 

On behalfofthc Board ofDircctors. Company and Artistic Directors, I would like 

to welcome you this evening as we gather to celebrate 40 Y cars Strong: DES NA ' s 

40th Anniversary Gala Celebration. We arc delighted to be shar ing this evening 

with fellow dancers and community members who have all contributed to the 

growth, success and prosperity of DESNA. We hope to sec DESNA cont inue to 

move and grow through the generations and continue sharing the joy of Ukrainian 

dance. 

Personally, I have found that the community that is DESNA, both past and present, 

arc strong, open and welcoming. Since my arrival to the province, almost one and a 

half years ago, the DESNA community has welcomed me in, and has made me feel 

at home. Whether it be suggesting where to find the best kapusta or kolbasa in 

town, which boot repair business wil l be able to fix the hole I've managed to wear 

in my boot, helping with professional networking, or just providing a welcoming, 

friendly face in a city of strangers ... DESNA has been there. I think that this qual ity 

of people and group cohesion is rare and truly a defining factor of DES NA which 

needs to be cherished and preserved. 

A thank you is also in order to all of the Ukrainian Folk communities who have 

joined us this evening to celebrate. Whether they are here to relax and enjoy the 

festivities, or to join the Company on stage, Thank You. I sincerely hope that we 

can continue to work together to reach many more great milestones together as a 

greater dance community. 

We also owe it to our DESNA founders and predecessors who established this 

inclusive environment to continue carrying out the pillars that the group was bui lt 

on. It is because of these values of inclusivity and kindness that DESNA still exists 

and thrives today. To everyone who is here with us tonight, as well as for those who 

could only be here in our thoughts and memories - Thank you and Congratulations 

on 40 Years Strong! Mnohaya Lita ! p_%}.. 
John Hibbert. President 
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:;:;;. over 15 years, DES NA has had the privilege of working under the talented 

guidance of our inspiring anistic directors - Yuri and Luba G rekov. 

Yuri and Luba have over 30 years of experience in Ukrainian dance performance, 

choreography, and ins truction in both Canada and Ukraine. They are graduates of 

the Virsky National Academy of Dance in Ky iv. Ukraine. Yuri is also a graduate of 

the Academy of Excecutive Management of Culture and Art in Kyiv. 

Yuri and Luba are professionally trained in international dances such as Spanish, 

Gypsy, Greek, Moldavian, Georgian and Mexican. They have performed with 

Krasnoyarsk Godenko Ballet , Kyiv's Virsky National Dance Company, Ukraine's 

"Hopak" Ensemble, and have toured across Europe and North America. 

Upon first moving to Canada, Yuri and Luba, became the artistic directors of 

Rusalka Ukrainian Dance Ensemble in Winnipeg, Manitoba. At the same time they 

directed the Vesnianka Dance Ensemble at the Thunder Bay Ukrainian institute 

Prosvita from 1994 to 2007. Yuri and Luba are the essential source of artistic and 

creative vision ofDesaa. Yuri and Luba teach the Virsky style of Ukrainian dance, 

which encompasses in-depth ethno logical knowledge and conveys the spirit and 

richness of Ukrainian dance. j 

i 

I 

9n 2003 their mutual desire to unite Ukrainian dance communities throughout 

the world lead to the creation of the International Summer School o f Ukrainian 

Dance in Kyiv, Ukraine. The program, Kyiv Summer Dance, a t Virsky Studio 

exposes students to Ukrainian dance, culture, and history at the center of 

excellence in Kyiv. Mr. Grekov's role includes arti stic direction of the program, 

organization of all events and excursions, and overseeing logistics for each 

summer session. DESNA is honoured to work under the artistic direction of 

Yuri and Luba Grekov, and is looking forward to many more years of inspiring 

artistic leadership. 

More i11formatio11 can be found at http://www.kievs11111111erda11ce.co111/ 

DESNA Artistic Directors Over the Years 

Year: 
1972-1976 

1974-1979 
1977 
1979-1987 
1988-1989 
1990 - 1992 
1993 - 1995 
1996 

1996-1998 
1999 
I 999 - Present 

DESNA Choir 
Alexander Chmil 

DESNA Ukrainian Dance Companv 
Andy Malette 
Daria Strohyj 
Mark Olynyk 
Andryj BachynskyJ 
Tam, Pawluk 
Taras Pawluk 
Alla Shapoval 

Valeria & Lesia Movcchan 

Alexander Sokurenko 
Luba & Yuri Grekov 
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c7i': Dcsna Ukrainian Dance Company of Toronto has a 40-year history that is as diverse and 

colourful as the dances it perfom1s. As with every long-standing organization, the group has a 

fac tual history and then there are the stories, often spread by proud family members of the 

performers and usua lly told in the latter part of a celebratory gathering. These accounts, like 

many tales of old, contain slivers of truth, but arc transfonned into pieces of the unofficial epic of 

Dcsna ' s history as they arc told and retold with embellishments lo yet another generation of 

dancers being welcomed into the Desna fold. 

One of those talcs takes place more than 35 year ago, Desna was no more than just an idea that 

was developed by two spirited Ukrainian fellows, who began contemplating some of the 

implications of Canada's recently established multicultural policy while watching TV. A great 

adventure - or misadventure according to some - followed and Desna was left in its wake. These 

two honourable gentlemen, Bill Balan and George Strohyj, wi ll always be known as the founding 

members of what is now the Desna Ukrainian Dance Company of Toronto. All members of 

Desna, past and present, the Ukrainian-Canadian community and many enthralled audiences owe 

these men a debt of gratitude. 

The 'Dcsna' name was selected by conductor Alexander Chmil ( 1972-76) from a choral piece 

perfonned by the original Desna Choir: a song about the enchanting Dcsna River in central 

Ukraine. The group's initial tour across Canada, sponsored by the federal government, took place 

in the summer of 1972. Upon its conclusion, the members decided that they wanted lo continue 

as the Desna Choir. Two years later, the choir voted to create the Dcsna Ukrainian Dance Group, 

under the artistic direction of Andy Malette ( 1974-79). 

The dance group debuted in 1976 to a standing-room-only audience at West Park Collegiate in 

Toronto. At that moment, those first Desna dancers sowed the seeds ofa perfonning ensemble 

that would thrill audiences in several nations in the Western world. Desna toured France on two 

occasions in the mid- 1980s under the artistic direction of Mark Olynyk ( 1979-87) and was 

invited lo return there one more time under the artistic direction of Andrej Baczynskyj ( 1988-89)-
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ffew members kept joining the Desna ranks. Inspired by the feats of their 

predecessors, they showed they also had that same love for Ukrainian dance 

and ceaselessly aspired to contribute to the Dcsna Legacy. In the years that 

followed, Dcsna focussed its attention on broadening its fame in the Toronto 

community, performing in the hit Ukrainian-Canadian comedy Ukrainians on 

Broadway written by lhor Baczynskyj, Ron Cahute, and Desna members. The group 

continued to expand its popularity in the Metro region through numerous television 

appearances, community shows, and cultural events. Under the artistic direction 

of Taras Pawluk ( 1992-95), Desna was requested to perform for Canada 's I 25th 

birthday celebration on national television before a live audience that included 

then Governor General Ray Hnatyshyn. 

Desna continued to have an influx ofm;w young ta lent, determined to show, through 

sweat, discipline and toil, that they too could and would add a chapter to the Legacy. 

Since 1999, Desna has had the good fortune of working with two experienced artistic 

directors and choreographers, Luba and Yuri Grckov. Their energy, passion, and 

dedication were contagious, and in the years that followed Dcsna members 

found themselves enjoying the same level of enthusiasm and drive that they had only 

heard ofin tales about their predecessors in the ensemble. Yuri and Luba brought wi th 

them to Desna many years of professional knowledge, both acquired first hand and 

learned from the disciples of Pavlo Virsky. the "grandfather" of contemporary 

Ukrainian folk dance. 

With the Grekovs' guidance, Dcsna has gained a noteworthy reputation across North 

America, resulting in a busy schedule ofpcrlormanccs across the continent. In 2002, 

through an invi tation from the Government of Canada, Desna had the great honour 

of represent ing the Ukrainian-Canadian Diaspora in a performance for Queen 

Elizabeth II during her 50th Jubilee celebrations in Toronto. In 2005, in conjunction 

with Yuri and Luba Grckov and former members of the Virsky Ukrainian National 

Dance Ensemble, Desna hosted a perfonnancc of a broad range of Ukrainian dance 

talent from Toronto to commemorate the 100th anniversary of Virsky's birth. 

This is but a very brief history of Desna. and wi thout a doubt is just the beginning. 



a sNA IS also happy and proud to Witness the 

growth of its DESNA School of Ukrainian Dance. 

Re-opened m 2011 . the school provides sa fc and fun 

environment for over 50 kids and young adults to 

celebrate Ukrainian heritage and leant the Yirsky

stylc Ukrainian dance. Exciting and challenging. the 

classes are a great way instill confidence and 

discipline, keep in great physical shape and create 

friendships & memories that last forever The 

DESNA School of Ukrainian Dance 1s dedicated to 

fostering growth. education and Ukrainian 

culture. There 's nothing more rewarding than to give 

children a setting where they can develop as 

individuals and discover their traditional culture. 

It is the goal of the DESNA School to provide a safe, 

posit ive and fun environment in which young dancers 

can leant and step up to a higher level of Ukrainian 

dance technique. 

For more information about DESNA School of Ukrainian Dance please con1ac1 school@DESNA.ca 
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Congratulations to Desna 

on its 40th Anniversary! 

Wishing all members of Desna 
good health, fleet footwork, 

amazing leaps and 
many exciting concerts! 

Mnohaya Lita! 

Ivan Franko 

JEazy (CEORGE) HARkAj 

lwl. 
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PROGRAM PRINTING SPONSORED BY 

PROPERTY SPACES 

Serving Realtors' everyday needs in 

PR0 PERTY 
SPACES 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

Congratulations 
to 

www.propertyspaces.ca 

✓ Listing Photography 

✓ Listing Brochures 

✓ Virtual Tours 

✓ Flyers 

Dr. Peter Valjas 
Dental Surgeon 

The Desna Ukrainian 
Dance Company of Toronto 

on your 

Implant & Cosmet ic Dentistry 

20 Finch Avenue West 
North York. ON M2N 6Ll 

Tel: (416) 221-4544 
Fax: (416) 222-3084 35th Anniversary! 
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Dr. Yuriy Pawluk 
Dental Surgeon 

extends greetings to 
DESNA! 

Best wishes for continued success! 
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9 Madawaska Avenue, Suite 202 
Willowdale. ON M2M 2R1 

Telephone: (416) 730-9172 
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Congratulations 
to 

The DESNA Ukrainian 
Dance Company' 
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Chris1ina Chol~an Kaleryna Dcrzhavina Ekaterina Dolzhenkova Jacqueline Faucher 

I larhaj Lesia Olcsya Kali Alexandra Kobylecky Kateryna Koncva 

bl 
Christine Krupa Larisa Makuch Talia Pankewycz Halyna Polischuk 

Lesia Polischuk Adriana Wasylyk Anastasia Wasylyk Christina Zenchuk 



Kostia Bezsmcrtnyi Lubomyr Bolonnyy 

Andrew Panczenko Taras Pawluk 

JoAnne Gludish 
lllllftlllllnllllllll 

ROYAL LEPAGE 
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You have great Real Estate. 
Shouldn1 )'OU have a geat Real Estate sales rep? 

jgludish@trebnetcom 
WWW.joanneglucish.com 

416.231.3000 
416.8173747 

3031 BlOOR STREETWEST 
TORoNro, ON M8X lCS 

John Hibbert 

Yurij Pawluk 
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Chepcsiuk Paul Ennolcnko Antonina 

Stephanie Chepcsiuk Bill Evanytsky Gloria 

Mike Chcwchuk lhor Faryna Sonya 

Mark Chewchuk Irene Fedak Natalie 

Bactynskyj lhor Chewchuk Walter Fedak Christina 

Fedak-Levinsky Lesia Baczynskyj Yaro Chmil Daria 
Fcdas Lesia BacTynskyJ Zcnko Chomiak Bohdan 

Andrej I Chukas lhor Fedoriuk Taras BaczynskyJ 
Zcnko IJalan Paul Chvanytsky Gloria Fedory 

Balan Boris Chwyl Roman Fil llania 

Balan Paul Cikalo Vera Filip Daria 

IJaranyk Mike Cikalo Halia Franko Ivan 

BeJUmCll Vera Ciona Ted Galadza Peter 

Bcre,o, ,ka Lina Cohane Shannon Gavrylec Kathryn 

1Jc1ubko Roman Czoli Alex Gaydukevych Natalia 

Bilhctyna Mike Czoli Ivana Gegar Olga 

Biliak Andrey Czoli Yuriy Gergesha John 

Bilka Olcna Dankiw-Bath Marlene Gludish Bill I 
Bilyk Dan Dankiw David Gludish Carolyn 

Bilyk Stephanie Dankiw Karen Gludish David 

Bishop Jodi Dankiw Nancy I Gobosz Kateryna 

llobcchko Ardis Dankowich Don Gonnan Katrine 

Bobcchko Karen Danylevich Paula Gray Janice 

llobechko Janet Danylko Maryssa Gray Wendy 

llobcchko Kevin Darewych Olena Green Geoff 

Bodnarchuk Myroslaw Darewych Roman Gregory Christine 

Bodnarchuk Myron Demeda Darlene Grekov Luba 

IJolonna Olena Demeda Debbie Grekov Yuri 

Booth Andrea Dcmeda Donna Grod Zoryana 
Boreyko Chris Demerson Taras Grod Natalya 
Boreyko Donna Diachun Slavka Grod Olyana 
Boshyk Wally Diakowsk-y Roxolana Gruncnko Kristin 

Both Michael Dmytrenko Mike Gulka Kim 
lloychuk Carol Dorosz Karyl Halabar Gary 
Buchok Natalka Dorosz Darren Halushka Dorothy 
Cahutc Ron Dorosz Denise Hamara Greg 
Camargo Rosario Dorosz Michelle Hamara Patricia 
Campell Wendy-Lynn Drozd Tania 1-lawryschuk Bill (drummer) 
Cehosh Nadia Drul Dolores Hiir Rick 
Chahivec Natalia Dubyk Nadia Hiltschuk Andre 
Chalupa Larysa Dueck Alayna Hiltschuk Taras 
Chandon Darka Dyczkowskyj Jaroslav Himiak Chris 
Chandon Tamara Efimova Maria Himiak Martin 
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Greg Korchinski Peter Oprysko 
Rusanova Mike 

llodo11an,ky 
Osadca Irene Oksana S1ich Kos1iu1chenko Manna Melinyshyn llodo11 any S1c,e 
Paduchak Yaroslaw Ruszczak Olga S1lapak Natalie 

f lolo11 alcnko \\'alter Koval Lida Melnychuk Dave 
Natalie Safronceva Katia Taluch Yurij Pahchuk 

llolo11 at)J Al)a Koval Mariyka Melnyk lhor 
Ancnnc Sawicki Carol Tcmnyk Oksana Par1e1 

llont>eharuk Lugenc Kra\'ets Kristina Melnyk Mykola Roman Scherbluk Tom Teman Heather Parzei 
llonch•Crnoc :-Ja1alb Krawec Lcsta Melnyk Olga Stefan Semchyshyn llob Tomash Yulia Pa" luk llru,hC\\ky Cathy Krawcc Stepan Melnyk Tanya 

Pa\\luk Evhen Serediuk Pntricia Tom1uk Uliana 
IIT)tJk Nadya Kremer Tamera Melnyk Anna 

Pa\\luk Gregory Shabotynsky Oksana Trufyn Nick 
Ill) horsky Jerry Krisel Victor Melnyk Boris 

Pawluk Orysia Shakh Yuriy Truszyk Tina 
lfl)nkiw Susan Kuch Christine Melnyk George 

Pa\\luk Petro Shapoval Alla Turjansky lhor 
lats1ko, ska Katerina Kuczuk Michael Michalchuk Halyna Pawluk Tami Shapovalova Larisa Tusiuk Marianne 
lhnato,, )CZ George Kudjcrski Olga Michalchuk Ina 

Pend1uk Roman Sheremel Fred Twasnick Dianne 
llc,yna Zenon Kukun1d1a Julie Michalchuk Olcna Pcrch111cc Taras Shewchuk Cathy Tyminski Bob 
111,chma Vtolena Kumpan Lisa Milnes Kris Perfecky Andrej Shewchuk Tina Tyminski Bill I llnyckyJ Kassandra Kusznireckyj Melanie Miner Darlene Perfccky Ulana Shipowick-Williams Donna Tyminski Mike ln1111llo Gabriela Kuz1w Stefan Moroch Clara Pcro,ak Mike Shipowick Taras Tymyk Orest 
Jaworiwsky Mike Lebedynsky Natalie Moroch Jerry Perozak Stephen Shlichta 1-lalia Tyzkyj Te1iana 
Jurychuk Mark Lcduchowski Uliana Moroch Luke Pctrcnko Oksana Shlich1a Peter Waler Mark Kachura Nina Leleka Dasha Moroeh Taisa Pctrenko Taras Shumilova Helen Walkovich Michael Karpmee Manka Lcmko Iris Moroch Jerry Pc1ro111uk Svetlana Shutsa David Walkovieh Paul Karp,uk Yaroslaw Lesick Greg Moroch Ruta PinchJk Natalia Simachowskyj Mike Wasyliw Taras KasoMk1 Joanne Lesick Mike Moroch Julie Pmchak Robert Sklepowycz Christina Wasylyk Ronrnn Kerchmsk, Paul Lcssy Steve Moskaluk Markian Pitcher Kimberly Skublics Tom Walson Joe Khorna Natalia Litwin Linda Moskaluk Matthew Plishka Christine Slawchenko Paul Watson Monica Kisil Andrij Litwin-Smith Janet Moskaluk-Rutkay Darcy Plishka Dan Slywka Andrew Wertelecky Mike Kn Walter Litwinchuk Roman Movtchan Lesia Pohran Margaret Smutiuk Laura Whale Jennifer Klosevych Martha Loboyko Nataliya Movtchan Valeri Polak Susan Snihur Adrian White Daria Klufa, L1d1a Loboyko Mykhailo Mozek Walter Polanski Maria Soroka-Navrotski Theresa White Allen I Kluk1e Connne Lysenko Lily Mudry John I Polischuk Andrij Spak Marina Williams Merlin Klymkiw Bohdan Lysiak Talia Mueller-Kuczuk Natalie Ponomarchuk Olch Srsen Ivana Wi1J1iak Darrell Klymkm Myron Lysiak Tanya Mychalkiw Kris Popcil Judie Stanko Kathy Wiwiak Michael Klyrnkiw Nick Lysiak Marian Narowski-Vcsely Ruedi Popovich Anna Stanko John Woloshyn Stephanie Kobilnyk Yaroslava Malct1e Andy Naum Olga Prokopiw Brian Stanko Steve Woloszanskyj Adrian Kobylecky Alexandra Malette Anne Navrotski Theresa Prokopiw Lorna Stasyszyn Orysia Woloszanskyj Yurij Kobylccky Elizabeth Malette Michelle Ncmyliwska Maria Puharski Ztrka Staszko Oksana Worobcc Christine Kohut Manya Marfci Bob Nikilchuk Christine Rawhuk Taras Stepczuk Diana Wowk Steve Kokodyn1ak Yaroslaw Martschenko Janet Nykolyshyn Ron Rodak Olga Stcpovy Victor Yaehimcc Joanne Kolkin Katya Martschcnko Tanya Ochitwa Tim Romaniv Bohdan Strohyj George Yarzab Beth Kolodij Odarka Marzotto Marc Ohienko Natalie Romanko Pally Strohyj John Yashkina Anna Kolodij Olena Masliak Nadia Oleksiuk-Bakcr Mcelena Romanyk Christine Strong Sonya Yurkiwsky Dennis Kolodij Paul Masliak Roksana Oleksiuk-Bakcr Yvan Romanyk Nadine Sulipka Ela Zaparyniuk Marianna Kolomayz Michelle Matkowskyj Halya Olynik Teresa Romanyk Orcst Sushko Orcst Zenkovich Theresa Komanccki Mary Matkowskyj Kathy Olynyk Mark Ruptash-1-leaps Sweleba Irene Zulinow Vlad Komonko Cindy Darrol Matwijiw Lydya Olynyk Daria Rusanova Oksana Szercmet Fred Zymowcc-Toroshenko Natalie Ko~hov Roman Medwidsky Tanya Onukewyez Sandy 
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DESNA THANKS YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSIT 

A non-profit charitable organization, DESNA relies on donations from man 

organizations and individuals like you to help maintain operations and carry t 

the vision of the company. If you would like to support DESNA, please fill ou 

form below. We accept either cash or cheque donations. 

Name: - ---- - - --------- - ---
Address: - ----- - -------- - ---
City: --------- - Province: - - ----

Please make cheques payable to DESNA Ukrainian Dance Company ofToron 

Tax receipts will be issued for amount exceeding $20.00 

P.O Box 15, Station P, 875 Bloor St. W., Toronto, ON M6G3T6 

Registered charitable organization# 11922 9755 RR 0001 

SILENT AUCTION 'THANK YOU!' 
Thank you to all those who donated items to the silent 

auction. We appreciate your support in helping us make this 

event a success . 

Let us 
DAZZLE 
your guests ... 

--, 
DESN} 

llt-..lv \lN::\N 
():\N.:._·t r 

C0,\11':\N) 

... and make your 
wedding MEMORABLE 

Book □ESNA! 

email us at contact@DESNA .ca 
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